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Welcome:
The theme for tonight's service is the
“Season of Creation: Wisdom in Creation.
Everywhere we look, we see elements of
God’s creation – trees, animals, streams,
oceans, the stars, and more. What parts of
God’s natural world do you see around you
right now? As children of creation, we are
called to love and care for all its many
elements. The Season of Creation is a time
to focus on the beauty and intricacy of God’s
creation and be sure we don’t take it for
granted.
It’s appropriate that at the same time we
are cultivating an outlook of creation that is
holistic and not human-centric; we explore
God’s divine wisdom in creation. God created
a world that is interconnected, joined
together in a complex web of related parts.
God holds all these things together – and
expects us to help. We live in a world
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affected by global warming,
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overconsumption, and pollution from fossil
fuels. Our actions have had dire consequences for our planet. We should work with creation to
protect and conserve it, not ignore or abuse it.
The Season of Creation readings invite us into relationship with the natural elements that
surround us. God shows us how creation works, how it flows and moves around us every day. The
psalmist praises God and tells us that God reigns over all creation: “Let them praise the name of
God, for God’s name alone is exalted; God’s glory is above earth and heaven” (Psalm 148:13 The
New Testament and Psalms: An Inclusive Version).
We sometimes lose sight of the importance of creation in our lives. We take for granted God’s
divine wisdom in creation – the elements of creation that work together perfectly to sustain all
life. During this season we can adapt a new perspective and practice – honouring and caring for
all creation.

Call to togetherness and sharing:
Leader:

God, we are all part of you; your creation, your life,
and your loving. We gather together to celebrate
and to honour all that has been created

All:

May all that God has created be honoured,
nurtured and protected.

Passing the Peace:
Leader: Now that we
are reminded that we are to honour all creation, let us
start by honouring each other by sharing our peace
and love with one another.
All: We open our hearts to the mystery of God's
love in all creation. We carry in us the divine
spark, the gift of love and care, which we share
tonight, deepens us as people of God
Each person shares hugs, or whatever you are comfortable with, with those around them.

Notices

If you have any notices to bring to our attention please speak up.

Contemporary reflection – The Season of Creation
Wisdom in Creation
In the seasons of Advent, Epiphany, Lent and Easter we celebrate the life of
Christ. In the season of Pentecost we celebrate the Spirit of God. Now, in the
Season of Creation, we have an opportunity to celebrate God, the Creator of
everything that exists.
Islamic Wisdom - Wisdom in Creation of an Ant
Had they pondered over the greatness of His power and the vastness of His bounty they would
have returned to the right path and feared the punishment of the Fire; but hearts are sick and
eyes are impure.

Do they not see the small things He has created, how He strengthened their system and opened
for them hearing and sight and made for them bones and skins?
Look at the ant with its small body and delicate form. It can hardly be seen by the eye or
perceived into imagination - how it creeps on the earth and jumps at its livelihood.
Ant carries the grain to its hole and deposits it in its home. It collects food during summer for
the winter time, and during strength the healthiness for the period of its weakness. Its
livelihood is guaranteed, and it is fed according to physical fitness.
God, the Kind, does not forget it and (God the Giver) does not deprive it, even though it may be
in dry stone or in fixed rocks. If you could see its digestive tracts in its high and low parts, the
carapace of its belly, and its eyes and its ears, you would be amazed at its creation. Indeed, you
would feel it difficult in describing these parts.
Exalted is He who have made it stand on its legs and erected it on its pillars (of limbs). No one
else took part with Him in its creation or assisted Him in any way.
Even if you reach to the highest point of your imagination, it will not lead you anywhere except
to accept that the Originator of the ant is the same as He who is the Originator of the
date-palm, because everything is created with extreme care in delicacy and detail, and every
living being has difference according to its design and purpose.

Reflection by Pete

God’s Wisdom in Creation
The Lord by wisdom founded the earth;by understanding he established the heavens;by his knowledge the deeps broke open,and the
clouds drop down the dew.(Prov 3:19-20)

It's funny, you know ... the more you try and pin down an idea of what God is the slipperier it all
becomes.
I have admired the clarity and way Lloyd Geering explains creation and that God is just a
humanly created construct, however, I have always had a problem with that – it just has not
felt right. There is still too much unknown and too much mystery, design, awesomeness, not to
mention love and friendship. I have always had a feeling that the God I was trying to imagine ss
real is just too big for my imagination.
I recently read a book called Brain Wars,: The Scientific Battle Over the Existence of the
Mind and the Proof that Will Change the Way We Live Our Lives by Dr Mario Beauregard,
PhD., who is Associate Research Professor at the Departments of Psychology and Radiology, and
the Neuroscience Research Center, Université de Montréal. He is the co-author of The
Spiritual Brain and more than 100 publications in neuroscience, psychology and psychiatry.

This book postulates that the mind communicates through the brain but is separate from it and
continues working even as the brain is drugged into unconsciousness and possibly even after
death. He talks about such things as the placebo effect, medical hypnosis, meditation, near
death experiences and out of body experiences. It is all very compelling reading. It also fits in
with other material I have been and currently am reading such asThe Phenomenon of Man by
French philosopher, palaeontologist and Jesuit priest Pierre Teilhard de Chardin. I'm finding it
quite challenging trying to get my head around the concepts he is trying to express and the
somewhat quaint translation. How there is an inside as well as an outside to things and
sometimes (mostly) we see the outside and ignore the inside. In our case the inside we can't
ignore is our own consciousness and our own minds. The inside is the spiritual impulse in his
terms.
Where are we heading with this? Well it does seem that there is a design and a plan, for more
complex entities, for individual consciousness. Heading for planetary consciousness and
eventually cosmic consciousness. And who knows what else beyond that – if we don't kill
ourselves off that is.
The way the cosmos was formed, then stars, planets could not come about untill a star died and
went supernova. Then a planet could form if the conditions were right, with the right elements.
Despite millions of years, something happened as we went from non-life to life. Life evolves
into ever more complex units and eventually into conscious beings. No one know, of course, why
this happened, never mind the how. The sheer number of stars itself is staggering. All this
creativity.
So, saying God has a plan, is not such a preposterous idea after all. Sure God may have
undergone a lot of revision in many people's minds, but the idea of Wisdom of Creation is a
really nice way of putting it. Let's check it out through a bible study I found!
FASTEN YOUR SEATBELTS!!
Proverbs 8.22-23
22 The Lord formed me in the beginning, before he created anything else.[a] 23 From ages
past, I am. I existed before the earth began.
There is some debate among scholars as to the precise translation of this passage.
After years of analysis, I would argue that the best—and most literal—rendering of
8.2 is:
YHWH acquired me in the beginning, his Way before his works.
The person speaking is Woman Wisdom. She is claiming that before God created
anything, before the creation of the cosmos, she was there. Just as wise humans are
expected to ‘acquire’ wisdom, God ‘acquired’ wisdom before anything else. God
acquired wisdom as the first stage in the creation process. Wisdom was and continues
to be a primal force in the origins and operations of the cosmos.
The second key concept in this verse is that Woman Wisdom is God’s way, a way that
preceded God’s creative works. As we have noted in earlier Bible studies, the way of

something is that distinctive impulse or code that governs the character and function
of a given part of creation. Here wisdom is identified as the essential factor that
governs God’s work as a creator. Wisdom guides God in all God’s creating, from the
very beginning. Creating is not an arbitrary act, but determined by wisdom.
Discuss: How do you react to the claim of Wisdom that she is the first thing that
God acquired, even before God began creating? Wisdom is not an attribute of
God here, but a primal partner with God. Does this seem reasonable to you?
Does it seem contrary to the evidence of science? How might you understand it?
Proverbs 8.24-29
24 I lived before the oceans were created, before the springs bubbled forth their waters onto
the earth, 25 before the mountains and the hills were made. 26 Yes, I was born before God
made the earth and fields and the first handfuls of soil.
27-29 “I was there when he established the heavens and formed the great springs in the
depths of the oceans. I was there when he set the limits of the seas and gave them his
instructions not to spread beyond their boundaries. I was there when he made the blueprint for
the earth and oceans.
In these verses Woman Wisdom describes a number of the domains of creation. She
claims to have been present prior to their coming into existence. She was there before
the great watery deeps appeared, before the mountains took shape, before the skies
had any structure and before foundations of Earth were established.
What is implied by Wisdom’s claim that she was present before the creation of these
domains? That she saw how they came into being and hence understands their
nature? Perhaps! I suggest, however, in the light of related wisdom texts that two
specific implications can be identified.
First, wisdom is not only an observer but an agent of God in the creation process.
Proverbs 3.19-20 makes it clear that it is ‘by wisdom’ that God created the cosmos.
Wisdom is the partner, power and eternal guide for God in the creation of the world.
Second, since wisdom is a guiding force in creating the domains of the cosmos,
evidence of wisdom can be discerned in those domains. To speak of each domain
having its own ‘way’ or inner code that determines its character, is to recognise an
expression of primal wisdom in every component of creation, however vast or minute.
Wisdom imparts wisdom to all realms of creation so that they function according to
an ultimate design for parts of creation.
Discuss: If each component of creation has its inherent way implanted by
wisdom, how might we discern that wisdom in things? Are scientists ultimately
exploring the endless ‘ways’ of wisdom inherent in the universe, whether they

happen to be the genes or the galaxies of our world?
Proverbs 8.30-31
30 I was the craftsman at his side. I was his constant delight, rejoicing always in his presence.
31 And how happy I was with what he created—his wide world and all his family of mankind!
Woman Wisdom closes with a delightful portrait of her relationship with God. She
says that she was by God’s side all the way through creating the cosmos and that she
excited God throughout the creation process. Wisdom is more than clinical artisan at
God’s side; she is a partner that causes God to rejoice and celebrate in all of creation,
including the human race.
This celebration is a two way event. Wisdom turn God on, as it were, through the
wonders of creation and she, in turn, rejoices ‘before him’ continuously. So when
God sees the ‘ways’ of wisdom in creation, God not only says ‘very good’ but
‘hallelujah!’ We too are able to celebrate with creation, with the presence of Wisdom
in creation and with a God who rejoices in creation.
One question remains. A key but rare word in verse 30 is debated. Should it be
translated ‘like a master craftsman’ or ‘a little child’ or ‘the faithful one’? Or is this a
case of double entendre? The rendering ‘craftsman’ seems to fit the idea that
Wisdom was a designer with God in crafting the cosmos. The translation, ‘little
child’, however, is compatible with the idea that God is excited and celebrates, as one
would with an infant that God loves. The concept that wisdom is the ‘faithful’ partner
of God in the continuing task of creating our world also has appeal.
Note how Psalm 148 takes this celebration a step further and invites every domain of
the cosmos to praise God, everything from supernova to snowflakes. All the cosmos
is invited to join God in shouting ‘halleluja!’ Why? Because God commanded and
they were created (v. 8), or in the image of Proverbs 8, because God created all things
through Wisdom, with whom God rejoices daily.
Discuss: How might we reflect the truth that both Wisdom and the Creator
rejoice and celebrate the wonders of creation? Where might we discern this
rejoicing in the world around us? Have the destructive ways and lifestyles of
humans tended to remove us from nature and hence reduced our awareness of a
celebrating Creator accompanied by Wisdom?
CONSCIOUS OF THE CRISIS
It could be argued that this reading from Proverbs 8 supports the current theory of
Intelligent Design which argues that from inexplicable dimensions in the design of the
cosmos we can argue for the existence of God as the only possible explanation for
such realities.

Proverbs 8 works just the opposite way. It takes for granted a God and a partner who
is Wisdom, a dimension even greater than an intelligent design in creation. And the
wise person is not concerned with arguing that God exists, but with discovering the
wondrous ‘ways’ of wisdom in every component of the cosmos and the rejoicing
presence of the Creator in, with and under those components.
More important than exercising the human mind about the existence of God, is facing
the reality of the human will that treats creation as property, domains to be dominated
and exploited. We have devalued God’s creation and, by our folly we have violated
the wisdom inherent in the ways of creation. And that folly extends to almost every
domain on planet Earth.
Discuss: Outline ways in which our folly has negated the very wisdom God
employed in creating the ecosystems of this planet? Are there ways in which we
can return again to explore our planet and discern its ways, the wisdom in our
environment that we can acquire once again to help redeem our wounded world?
THE CHRIST CONNECTION
Colossians 1.15-20
15 Christ is the exact likeness of the unseen God. He existed before God made anything at all,
[a] and, in fact, 16 Christ himself is the Creator who made everything in heaven and earth, the
things we can see and the things we can’t; the spirit world with its kings and kingdoms, its
rulers and authorities; all were made by Christ for his own use and glory. 17 He was before all
else began and it is his power that holds everything together. 18 He is the Head of the body
made up of his people—that is, his Church—which he began; and he is the Leader of all those
who arise from the dead,[b] so that he is first in everything; 19 for God wanted all of himself
to be in his Son.
20 It was through what his Son did that God cleared a path for everything to come to him—all
things in heaven and on earth—for Christ’s death on the cross has made peace with God for all
by his blood.
Footnotes:
Colossians 1:15 He existed before God made anything at all, literally, “He is the firstborn of all
creation.”
Colossians 1:18 he is the Leader of all those who arise from the dead, literally, “he is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead.”
This reading from Colossians is very dense, intense and profound. Christ is here
portrayed as the cosmic power through whom all things visible and invisible were
created. Christ is the cosmic one who is not only before all things but the one who is
the unifying impulse in all creation. In other words, the Wisdom spoken of in
Proverbs is here identified with the cosmic Christ, the agent and ordering force in all
things. ‘All things’, by the way, is an ancient Greek expression for the entire cosmos.
What is revealed in this epistle, however, is that the cosmic Christ is not only

Wisdom, the primal agent and architect of creation. Christ is also the one who plays
another role in the cosmic order.
Christ is that eternal force working now to ‘reconcile all things’ to God. Where there
are forces that have brought alienation to the created order, Christ is the impulse to
bring healing and unity. Christ is not only the one who brings healing and
reconciliation between humans and God, but between all creation and God. The cross
of Jesus Christ is more than an act through which God redeems humans. The cross
signals the process of God redeeming all creation. Such a message is truly worth
celebrating.
Discuss: If Christ is indeed the force at work in the healing of creation, where
might we see that healing happening? Are we as servants of Christ called to
work with Christ in healing a wounded and alienated creation? Are the ugly
wounds caused by global warming and similar evils also the concern of the
cosmic Christ suffering with creation? What are we called to do as Christians
who have an awareness of how Christ works in us and our cosmos?

CLOSING PRAYER
May the cosmic Christ whose healing presence
fills the universe and works to reconcile all things,
help us to discern the presence of Wisdom in creation,
to celebrate her wondrous impulses
and to discover the ways she reveals
for us to be agents of Christ is healing our planet. Amen

